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     Spitfire Mk 24 VN485 photographed at RAF Kai Tak, as a static display outside HKAAF Headquarters. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                        (Courtesy Adrian M Balch) 



 

Hong Kong Cenotaph -  Remembrance Day 1965  (Unknown copyright – Public Domain**) 

During my youth in Hong Kong, I attended a grammar school named King George V, it was located on 

Kowloon Peninsula, in the Ho Man Tin district. It was a good school and had many unique features, 

amongst which was every schoolboy’s dream, a body section of a Spitfire fighter Mk 24 aircraft, 

complete with canopy and cockpit: situated in the lower southeast corner classroom of the school, just 

adjacent to the  Basketball Court. There was also a cut-away Rolls Royce Merlin Engine on display with 

the truncated aircraft. 

To the best of my knowledge, it remained  there during my tenure at the school, which ended in 1960. 

The  classroom in which it was housed became the Music Room, previously the Lab, until it was 

relocated to the first floor. It remained in the Music Room until at least 1960 and I remember well, 

hiding inside the cockpit on many occasions, to skip music lessons. How I never got caught I shall never 

know, but I spent a good few memorable hours in the pilot’s seat, whilst the rest of the class was 

involved with their music. 

 It was eventually shifted and stored in the basement of the "sports" pavilion, at the far end of the 

playing fields, until, the then Air Officer Commanding - Hong Kong, had it removed, fully assembled, and 

one year later  placed at the Cenotaph in Hong Kong Island’s Central district, for remembrance day, 

resplendent in its newly painted  ''colours'' of the air commodore's fighter plane during the war.  

The story of the Spitfire aircraft at KGV was a living legend amongs fellow students during my time at the 

school, although by now I suspect this little bit of it’s history may have slipped into obscurity and has 

been largely forgotten, or even unknown, by the current day pupils.  

Built by Vickers-Armstrong Ltd., VN485 was delivered to 9 Maintenance Unit at RAF Cosford, on the 27th 

September 1947. VN485 turned out to be the 11th from the last Spitfire delivered to the RAF.  It 

remained at Cosford, untill June 1949 when it was shipped to the Far East on HMS Ocean, departing  30 

June. It was then stored at RAF Seletar, Singapore, from August 1949 to 31 October 1950, before being  

allocated to 80 Squadron and shipped to  RAF Kai Tak, (then known as HMS Flycatcher) Hong Kong. In 

December 1950 it sustained category 4 damage in an accident. Back in service with 80 Squadron from 31 



May 1951. 31 May 1952 – it was transferred to the Hong Kong Auxiliary Air Force. 15 Jan 1955 - it had its 

last official flight for HKAAF, when it flew for the last time in the Queens Birthday Parade Flypast over 

Hong Kong. 30 Sept 1955 - Struck off register and on 19th Sept 1968 - formally handed over to HKAAF 

and was displayed on a number of ceremonial occasions before being fully refurbished in 1983 by 

HKAAF & local enthusiasts. It went on permanent display for the next 5 years outside the RHKAAF 

headquarters building at Kai Tak Internationl Airport.  When VN485 was placed into storage at the end 

of July 1955, it had a total flying time of only 242 hours on the airframe. Finally, it was Gifted to the IWM 

by the RHKAAF, and shipped back to the UK where I believe it is on static display at Duxford, still bearing 

the Reg VN485. 

 

                                                                                           (Unknown copyright – Public Domain) 

Above, VN845 likely taken at RAF Sek Kong or Shatin Airstrip (Hong Kong) , ca mid-1950s. 

                                                                  

 

                                                                                                                       (ww2db.com / Unknown Copyright – Public Domain) 

Spitfire F.24 fighters of No. 80 Squadron RAF at Royal Navy station HMS Flycatcher, (later Kai Tak 

Airport, then Hong Kong International Airport), Hong Kong, around 1949 -1950. Lion Rock as a backdrop. 



 

                                                                                                                                               (Courtesy of Chris England) 

A lovely image of Spitfire VN485, taken by Chris England at Duxford on 10th May 1995, fully restored 

back in the United Kingdom on display. 

 

Left is a photograph of the cockpit of refurbished Spitfire 

fighter aircraft showing the internal anatomy: almost 

identical to the one in the school room at KGV. It may 

possibly be the same one (?).  

 

 

(Unknown copyright – Public Domain) 
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