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The company originated in 1930 but it 
was not until 1932 that they acquired 
their first ship, the Cedrus, built 

in 1928, 4,094grt, purchased from Bower 
Shipping, London. Apart from some chartering 
of Cedrus, for occasional cargoes, the ship was 
underutilised, due to the depressed freight 
market that persisted at that time. The poor 
market caused the ship to be laid up in the River 
Fal for two years, before being sold to Giocomo 
Costa fu Andrea, Genoa and renamed Eugenio 
C. Thereafter, the company was inactive until 
1938 when it was revived and purchased as the 
London branch of the French company Louis 
Dreyfus, at which time an order was placed for 
its first new motor vessel, the La Pampa, which 
remained in their fleet until 1964 when sold to 
Cia Laconia de Nav, Chios r/n Maria L F, finally 
going to demolition in 1968.

Two new bulk carriers were ordered but lost 
during WW2 and the company was provided 
with two Canadian-built “Fort Type” vessels 

in compensation. The post-war years saw the 
company expand quickly, with the purchase of 
several general cargo tramp ships and medium-
sized bulk carrier additions to their fleet. 

The Hispanic names used for the vessels signify 
Louis Dreyfus’s, connection with its Buenos Aires 
grain subsidiary, which was the main source 
of finance for the purchase of Buries Markes 
vessels, and the main reason they continued to 
carry Argentinean names. The fleet continued to 
diversify and develop its shipping fleet and is still 
in existence as part of the Louis Dreyfus Group.

Post WW2, and during the 1950s, the company 
continued to expand considerably and entered 
the chemical transportation business in 1969, 
and gas transportation in 1973. Further chemical 
transportation vessels were added over the 
subsequent years. 

In 1958 Buries Markes commenced the bulk ore 
carrying trade and in 1969 joined with Mowinckel 
and K G Jebsen of Norway to form the Gearbulk 

consortium. The same year, the company also 
took delivery of its first coastal oil tankers and 
from 1974 entered the chemical tanker trade.

La Cordillera, when completed in 1947, made 
history by becoming the first British ship to have 
an entire catering crew consisting of women. 
From the outset, the owners had involved the 
Trade Unions in discussions, and their approval 
for the experiment was endorsed. Considerable 
care was taken in selecting women deemed 
suitable, due to the potential problems involved, 
with such an innovative practice. Significant 
thought was also given to the layout of the 
female accommodation, which was situated in 
self-contained cabins at the forward end of the 
boat deck, and for their exclusive use. 

Who in the 1950-1970s can remember seeing handsome cargo ships with Hispanic 
names such as La Pampa, La Paloma and La Hacienda, etc, all easily distinguished by 
the blue “BM” motif, on a broad white band, between two narrower red bands on a 
black funnel? Their charming names and good-looking features, together with the 

broad white band around the hull, just atop of the main boot topping, was a giveaway; 
of course, unmistakably, Buries Markes Ltd of London. 

Buries Markes
 Limited – London 

BELOW: MV La Hacienda, built in 1953, 
6,009grt, seen on the River Thames. 1960 
sold to Nigerian National Line, Lagos 
renamed Oronyan, 1976 sold to Marili Cia 
Nav, Piraeus renamed Mathios Apessakis, 
1977 sold to Saraneia Nav Co, Limassol 
renamed Marelaki, 1980 scrapped.
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The La Estancia was also provided with an 
exclusive 14-woman catering crew, followed 
by the La Pampa. More ships in the Buries 
Markes fleet were to follow the trend, but 
for a variety of reasons, the practice was 
discontinued after several years. Other 
shipowners however were reluctant to 
adopt the change.

We all know that nowadays, female deck 
officers, engineers, catering staff and 
stewardesses are quite common on many 
cargo ships, particularly those owned by 
continental companies, but it took foresight 
on the part of Buries Markes to lay the 
foundations in the British merchant marine. 
Norwegian, Danish, and German shipowners 
had been engaging female radio officers for 
years, before the compulsory introduction 
of GMDSS in February 1999, which brought 
about the demise of the “Sparks”.

Due to a dramatic slump in shipping during 
the 1980s, Louis Dreyfus decided that they 
must reduce their exposure in shipping. 
This decision fell heavily on Buries Markes 
in London. In 1990 the Chemical Tankers 
were sold to Stolt Neilsen, their Gearbulk 
ships were sold to K G Jebsen, one of the 
Norwegian partners in the main Gearbulk 
Consortium, and the remaining bulk carriers 
were transferred to the Paris management 
of Louis Dreyfus Group. 

In addition to dry bulk and gas 
transportation, the shipping division of the 

ABOVE: The original Buries Markes La Pampa, 4,149grt, was built in 1938 soon after the company was 
acquired by Louis Dreyfus. In 1964 her name was changed to Maria L.F. and her owner to Cia Laconia de 
Nav SA. Sent for demolition in 1968, following 30 years of service.

ABOVE: The La Loma, originally completed for the British Government as Samsturdy. In 1947 her name 
was changed to Baluchistan and ownership to Hindustan Steam Sg Co Ltd, 1953 change of name to La 
Loma and ownership transferred to Louis Dreyfus & Co Ltd, who operated this ‘Sam Boat’ for five years 
before disposing of her in 1958 to Zoodochos Cia Naviera SA who renamed her Angelic Force. Change of 
name to Dynamis in 1959 and sent for demolition at Izumi-otsu in November 1966.

ABOVE: The fine-looking La Chakra showing the classic lines of a ship built in 1953, 6,072grt. In 1961 
sold to General Shipping, Monrovia r/n Arabella, 1969 sold to Overseas Enterprise, Monrovia. She was 
scrapped in 1971 after sustaining heavy grounding damage.

Buries Markes Cap Badge.



Dreyfus Group now conducts a diversified range 
of specialised marine activities, which include 
seismic survey, logistic and transhipment 
operations and submarine cable laying and 
maintenance. More recently, the Louis Dreyfus 
Armateurs Group has become involved in the 
offshore energy sector by partnering with the 
UK-based Tidal Transit (UK specialists in the 
field of wind and offshore energy) to operate 
several Crew Transfer Vessels (CTV) used for 
the conveyance of maintenance technicians to 
French - coastal wind farms.

In 2017, expansion in the sector of specialized 
offshore energy was announced, when Louis 
Dreyfus Armateurs won contracts for a service 
operation vessel (SOV), named Wind of 
Change to be deployed on Orsted’s Hornsea 
Project Two, a wind farm off the coast of the 
UK. A second vessel has since been ordered and 
designed in close cooperation with Salt Ship 
Design and will be built by Cemre shipyard in 
Turkey, due for delivery in 2021. The vessel will 
enable wind farm technicians to transfer safely 
to wind turbines using a specially designed 

daughter craft and a motion-compensated 
gangway as well as a helideck.                          

Buries Markes also had strong Canadian 
links with Montreal Shipping Company Ltd, 
(Montship) which was originally founded in 
1925. After WW2 ended, an agency was set up 
to establish a line to operate between Eastern 
Canada, Western Mediterranean and eventually 
Northern Europe, and in 1946 Montship Lines 
was established. In 1951 the management of the 

FEATURE BURIES MARKES LIMITED - LONDON

FROM TOP TO BOTTOM: 

Typical design of many medium-sized Buries 
Markes’ bulk carriers of the 1960s, the La 
Estancia. Built in 1960, 9,486grt. Sold by Buries 
Markes in 1963, to Nav Maritime Bulgare, Varna 
renamed Georgi Benkovski, 1987 sold to Vito 
Shipping, Valetta renamed Vito Bay, sent for 
demolition the same year.

A beautiful image showing the classic profile of 
another of Buries Markes’ medium-sized bulkers 
of the 1960s, La Selva. Built in Valencia 1958, 
9,407grt. Photographed passing Portishead in 
1964. Sold in 1967 to Astro Venturosos Cia 
Nav, Monrovia, renamed Mariannina, 1978 
transferred to Piraeus registry, 1981 renamed 
Mount Elleros, 1984 sold to Nikolaos Shipping, 
Valetta, renamed Nikolaos A. Sent for 
demolition in 1984.

La Pradera, built in 1956 by Atlantique 
(Penhoet-Loire) of St Nazaire, 8,500grt – UK Flag 
under Buries Markes – London’s management. 
Sold in 1970 to Bulgarian interests for further 
trading. Sent to breakers in 1983.
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“THIS EFFECTIVELY 
SIGNALLED THE END 
OF BURIES MARKES - 

LONDON AS A SEPARATE 
ENTITY”

Montship fleet was transferred to Buries Markes 
- London.

With the view to making improvements in 
their fleet, the Montship partners reached an 
agreement to purchase the MV La Estancia, 
which was renamed the Montcalm, and the 
Francois LD, renamed the Montrose, both of 
which were placed under the management of 
Buries Markes - London. Hence, by 1956 Louis 
Dreyfus which had already well established a 
partnering agreement within Montship, officially 
took control of its entire fleet. All the Montship 
vessels’ names were prefixed with “Mont” such 
as Mont Gaspe, Mont Clair, and Mont Sandra, 
all of which were operated by Buries Markes, 
thereafter.

By the late 1960s – mid-1970s there were 
significant changes in the world of shipping, 
especially tramp shipping, caused by the 
skyrocketing fuel costs and the rapid onset of 
containerisation. Older ships with oil-guzzling 
diesel engines and even more so, steam turbine 
engines, were in decline with many shipowners 
because of significantly higher operating costs 
due to oil prices and the introduction of new 
technologies for diesel engines and gas turbines, 
used in newer tonnage. This prompted many 
owners to withdraw or sell off their conventional 
tramp ships which were becoming uneconomical 
and re-think their future shipping strategy, to 
remain competitive. The Louis Dreyfus Group 
were to become part of this trend.

This was one of the factors that brought about 
the concept of fleet pooling and consortia, 
between various global owners and the move 
and rapid expansion of both purpose-built 
container, bulk carrier, and other special 
purpose vessels, to meet the new challenges of 
international shipping. It was to this end that 
Buries Markes/Louis Dreyfus became founding 
members of the Gearbulk Group in 1968. This 

effectively signalled the end of Buries Markes – 
London as a separate entity. Most of their ships 
reverted to Louis Dreyfus Paris management or 
were sold out of the fleet, as new ideas were 
implemented to rationalize the Louis Dreyfus 
group’s shipping assets.

Initially, the legacy of Buries Markes lived on 
within the new consortium due to the Hispanic 
naming of some ships, but the sale of their OHGC 
bulk carriers, to Gearbulk, however, succumbed 
to the change in nomenclature, when Gearbulk 
introduced the “Arrow” designation, which 
eventually severed all obvious connections.

The Gearbulk Consortium was established 
in 1968 by Kristian Gerhard Jebsen a/s, and 
in association with J Ludwig Mowinckels a/s 
and the Anglo-French group of Louis Dreyfus/
Buries Markes. It has now evolved into the 
world’s largest fleet of open hatch gantry 
cranes (OHGC) and semi-open jib crane vessels. 
Although there have been some structural, 
financial, and collaborative changes within the 
group. 

From the outset, Gearbulk’s intention was 
to specialize in the transportation of timber, 
woodchips, pulp, and other forestry products, 
using suitably designed, box-shaped, open-deck 
medium-size dry bulk carriers to facilitate both 
bulk and unitized type cargoes, each ship being 
fitted with two Munck gantry cranes capable 

of traversing the entire length of the vessels, 
making them completely self-sustaining.  Four 
bulk carriers of 24,800 dwt were ordered in 
1968, one pair from the Belfast yard of Harland 
& Wolff Ltd., and the other pair from the 
Middlesbrough yard of Smith’s Dock Co Ltd. The 
first of the Belfast pair was launched in January 
1970 as La Pampa, for Buries Markes Ltd (after 
the first BM ship following their acquisition 
by Louis Dreyfus in 1938) and the second was 
launched in May 1970, as Bulk Eagle for Kriship 
Shipping Co Ltd (KG Jebsen a/s) and completed 
in September of that year. 

The Tees-built duo were completed for J Ludwig 
Mowinckels a/s as Heina and Lista in 1970, and 
all four featured black hulls with ‘GEARBULK’ 
painted boldly in white and black funnels with 
the white stylized ‘G’ Gearbulk motif. All were 
of the open hatch type motorships producing 
a reasonable service speed of about 15 knots. 
The Bulk Eagle was initially managed by Buries 
Markes Ltd - London, and then in 1974 was 
renamed Eagle Arrow, in line with Gearbulk’s 
name nomenclature.

The Gearbulk Consortium was rebranded 
Gearbulk Holding Ltd, incorporated in Bermuda, 
and in 1991 the Kristian Gerhard Jebsen family 
acquired its partners’ vessels and shares. Mitsui 
OSK Lines taking a stake in the restructured 
Gearbulk at that time. Since then, a new joint 
venture between Gearbulk and Grieg Star came 
into being during 2017. The new company will 
be headquartered in Bergen, Norway. Gearbulk 
celebrated its 50th anniversary in 2018 and 
continues to thrive as one of the world’s major 
shipping conglomerates.  l

SOURCES: LOUIS DREYFUS GROUP ARCHIVES, 
BURIES MARKES COMPANY ARCHIVES, WIKI, 
MONTSHIP ARCHIVES, ALLEN COLLECTION, MALCOLM 
CRANFIELD COLLECTION, AND VARIOUS SOURCES IN 
THE PUBLIC DOMAIN. 

Sailing from Liverpool during March 2021, bound for Rouen is the Louis Dreyfus vessel La Solognais, 
built in 2015 at Tianjin, PRC, 24,725grt. “LDP” is distinctly visible on the funnel, as opposed to 
the usual “LDA” (Louis Dreyfus Armateurs). It is a possibility that the “LDP” may signify LDAP, a 
partnership established by Louis Dreyfus, financiers, and Banks, to build and own this and several 
other similar vessels.          


