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FEATURE THE ‘ERIC’ STEAMERS OF ANDREW WEIR - 1896 TO 1910

The suffix ‘Eric’ was chosen for a series of steam driven 
new built ships ordered by the dynamic Andrew 
Weir. He commenced these orders in 1896, only 11 

years after his ambitious start in building a fleet of sailing 
ships (windjammers) in the parlance of all romantic souls, 
although it should be noted, this term was used in a slightly 
derogative way by the sailors on the new steam vessels. By 
the time the first ‘Eric’ was launched, this sailing fleet had 
reached a total of 47 vessels. The new ships had straight 
stem bars, with their impressive credentials for slicing their 
way through all the world’s oceans. Change comes slowly 

to the ultra-conservative maritime world, and they had 
the riveted plating of the day, and were only a step or two 
away from bow-sprits complete with figureheads. Many 
less adventurous companies were ordering hybrid designs 
at this time, featuring 3 or 4 masts despite the vessels 
being power driven, as with the purchased Salamis that 
joined the Weir fleet in 1912. As the years passed, bridge 
designs grudgingly allowed protection from the weather, 
but with a marked reluctance to abandon canvas dodgers.

The definitive choice of the suffix ‘Eric’ is lost in time, 
although there are theories, including one that he lost a 
family member named Eric in WWI. Whatever the true 
reason, it was a distinctive addition and a total of some 
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32 vessels would carry the suffix, including 
eight motorships, and several tankers. Not all 
ships in this period had the suffix, however. 
Many purchased vessels retained their original 
name. The first ‘Eric’ to join the fleet was the 
Duneric. She was built in Campbeltown and 
had a 28 year life, 20 of which were with Weir’s. 
It was four years after the last sailing ship had 
been purchased. At 270.6 ft long, she had a 
triple expansion engine, and was 3,000 tons 
deadweight capacity. Elleric was another new 
building in 1897. She came from the Russell 
yard in Port Glasgow where many of the earlier 
sailing fleet had been built and was 3,570 grt 
and 339.5 ft long. The Elleric was in the news 
in October 1918 when she was in collision in 
the Clyde with the modified ‘R’ class destroyer 
HMS Ulysses. The Ulysses sank and, as far as 
can be determined, was not recovered, and the 
Elleric got off far more lightly. At the time, she 
was under a new owner, the Lowland Steam 
Shipping Co, who finally scrapped her at Ward’s 
in Preston in 1926. 

Two years after the first steamer orders, four 
large vessels joined the fleet which were the 
Boveric, Comeric, Foreric, and Gymeric with 
a deadweight nearer 4,000 tons. It seems the 
company adopted names that ran through the 
alphabet, although not in strict order! They 
nearly made it all the way with the arrival of 
Yoseric. In 1899, another purchased vessel joined 
the fleet and she was given the name Homeric.

A chief engineer wrote of his time in the 
Comeric as follows, “I made my longest non-
stop voyage on the SS Comeric under the 
command of the late Captain Broome. We had 
discharged at Antwerp from the River Plate and 
were ordered to proceed to South Shields to take 

on enough bunkers to reach Sydney non-stop, 
and thence to have enough coal remaining after 
loading to reach Calcutta. We loaded 2,500 tons 
of coal. During the voyage, we kept the bunkers 
full, employing all hands, some in the holds, and 
others trimming in the bunkers. The voyage 
lasted 54 days, and although bound for Sydney, 
we were diverted to Fremantle where we loaded 
for Calcutta. I remember the voyage well as this 
happened during the depression in 1933. There 
were no refrigerators on board in those days, 
only an ice box holding about 10 days’ worth 
of food. Once that was finished, it was salt beef, 
pork, and tins, yet we were a happy ship”.

EXPANSION CONTINUED...
In 1899, the expansion continued with Addato 
and Quito, sisters built by W Hamilton in 
Port Glasgow. They were 330 ft long and of 
3,347 grt. The same year, sizes again increased 
when two vessels called Oceano and Yeddo, 
each around 4,600 grt, joined the fleet. These 
names ending with ‘O’ were for vessels built 
for a wholly owned subsidiary called Ocean 
Navigation Co Ltd.

The turn of the 20th Century was a very busy 
time for Mr Weir, as he was then, and more 
vessels were destined to join the fleet. Next 
was the Wyneric purchased in 1900. She was 
built as the Strathgarry by Russell and Co in 
Port Glasgow, and also had a short spell as the 
Dutch Prince before joining the Weir fleet. After 
13 years’ service, she disappeared without trace 
after transitting the Straits of Magellan in 1913. 
Her cargo was a lethal mix of coal and dynamite.

Two sisters, Tymeric and Katanga arrived on 
the scene in 1901. Built by Russell and Co, Port 
Glasgow, they were 330.3 x 48.1 x 16.0ft. The 

Tymeric, fully loaded with sugar and destined 
for Falmouth, had the misfortune to meet 
the German cruiser Emden, 50 miles off of 
Colombo in 1914 during WWI and was duly 
sunk by the use of charges. It is not known what 
happened to the crew.

These latest ships were placed in individual 
companies, and with Andrew Weir as managers, 
which was a common practice.

A purchased vessel named Croydon joined the 
fleet in 1901 and lasted until 1914 when she 
was wrecked in the West Indies with a general 
cargo. The same year, Russell and Co in Glasgow 
completed the Yeddo, mentioned earlier, and 
she transferred to the new Bank Line name 
and ownership in 1913. A vessel of 4,563 grt, 
and 369.8 ft long, she was captured by U-34 
in 1915, fully loaded with general cargo from 
Calcutta, and promptly sunk using bombs.

A pair of new buildings named Inveric and 
Jeseric were built in 1901, a busy year for the 
company. They were unremarkable 4 hatch 
shelterdeck vessels of 7,400 dwt. The Inveric 
gave 20 years’ service before becoming the 
Asamo Maru for Japanese owners and stayed 
with various Japanese owners to give a further 
22 years’ service, only to be torpedoed, this 
time by the US submarine Wahoo off New 
Guinea. By this time, she had given 42 years 
continuous service from her launch! The Jeseric 
had 23 years in service, including a last year 
for the French subsidiary, Cie Venture-Weir S A.

During 1905/6, eight new vessels were added, 
and they all came from Russell and Co, in Port 
Glasgow, who were the company’s regular 
builders. Ordered in batches, first were three ships 
named Aymeric, Yoseric, and Boveric, six years 
after the first Boveric had been sold to Australian 
owners. The distinctively named Tinhow was 
built in 1906. She was a smaller ship of 1,510 
tons gross, and 249.5 ft long and destined for 
service in the Far East under a subsidiary, Hong 
Kong Navigation Co Ltd. Then, much larger ships 
named Suveric, Kumeric, Lucric and Orteric 
were launched from the Russell yard between 
1906 and 1911. They were big for that time, 
being 460 ft long and 6,235 gross tons. The first 
two gave over 20 years’ service before being sold 
on, but Luceric and Orteric were war casualties, 
with the Luceric sunk in WWII. She had been sold 
out of the Weir fleet to Cunard in 1916 and, 15 
years later, started a career with Italian owners. 
In 1940, the German Government grabbed her 
at Las Palmas and renamed her Sliepner II, only 
for their own U-103 to torpedo her in error. 
Orteric had a short life; four years after launch, 
she was torpedoed by U-39 when fully loaded 
with Nitrate.

Russell and Co were kept busy in Port Glasgow, 
and it was common for overlapping orders to be 
received. Such was the case in 1909, when a pair 

THE COMERIC WORKING CARGO.
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of smaller vessels were delivered. These were 
the Mineric and the Roseric which came in at 
4,700 tons gross. Both were 5 hatch vessels and 
they gave over 20 years’ service. The Mineric, a 
shelterdecker, joined the fleet in 1909 and was 
405ft x 52.0 x 25.7ft. There is an interesting 
account of time on board by the late Captain 
Scobie, Chief Superintendent. He joined her in 
1917 and said, “My next ship was the Mineric 
and was very modern in my eyes. She even had 
accommodation for 12 passengers. Food being 
uppermost in my young mind, it was a pleasant 
surprise for us apprentices, though still barred 
from messing in the saloon, were on a ‘full and 
plenty with no waste’ footing, instead of the 
old ‘pound and pint’ allowance. About this time, 
the convoy system was being adopted and we 
were employed mainly ferrying foodstuffs 
from the States to the UK. Captain Logie was 
an Aberdonian with a touch of granite in his 
make-up. He martyred us on boatwork, and 
when anchored in an open roadstead, always 
used the ship’s gig and we greatly benefitted 
from this training”.

Captain Scobbie went on to be a Director of the 
company, and to play a significant role in the 
design and development of the fleet after WWII.

In 1911, the Bank Line, as it now was, purchased 
the passenger ship Salamis which had been built 
originally by Hall Russell & Co Ltd, Aberdeen in 
1899. Her details were: 392.7ft long and 4,510 
gross tons. There were facilities for 50 first class 
passengers, and 650 deck passengers in a spar 
deck. She had an active life, running originally 
down to Australia, and she also carried Australian 
troops and their guns etc, to Shanghai to defend 
foreign citizens when the Boxer rebellion was 
raging. Bank Line then bought her in 1911, 
specifically for their South Africa to India service.

In 1912, three vessels with names beginning with 
M were purchased. The Monadnock, Madawaska 
and the Miramichi. They were sisters built by 
Swann & Hunter, Wallsend. Each had 5 hatches 
and a gross tonnage of 4,510. The Miramichi 
was sold after only four years when she was 
badly damaged by a disastrous fire in Mombasa 
harbour, but the first two vessels went on to 
serve for many years in the French subsidiary, 

Cie Ven-ture-Weir S A, running from France to 
ports in French West Africa. The same year saw 
the purchase of a vessel with a history and she 
was named Naneric. Originally, the Aotea prior 
to becoming Naneric.

Aotea was built for Shaw Savill & Albion Ltd, by 
Swan Hunter in Wallsend and had been salvaged 
twice before Weirs bought her. In WWI, she had 
two six inch guns and two four inch guns fitted 
and served as an auxiliary naval vessel. She gave 
13 years’ service in total.

Later that year, yet another vessel was 
purchased, and she was given the name Poleric. 
She also came with a colourful history, having 
been a transatlantic cattle carrier for T Wilson 
Sons & Co, Hull and with accommodation for 
12 persons. In 1908, she changed hands and 
was fitted out for 50 first class passengers, 
and with accommodation for 300 deck 

passengers. The new owners were Cairn Line, 
Newcastle. There was a disastrous fire in 1910 
off Beachy Head, and in 1911, Cunard bought 
the vessel, naming her Albania. Only a year 
later, she joined the Weir fleet where she 
spent 15 rather adventurous years suffering 
yet another fire. Then, in 1925, she had to 
be towed into Vancouver after a grain cargo 
shifted on passage. In 1929, she was scrapped 
in Osaka. An extract from a personal account 
by Captain J W Grieg gives his impression of 
the vessel, “I joined this most remarkable 
vessel at Antwerp on 9 November 1927 as 
Third Mate. The Poleric had four masts and a 
large funnel, very nicely raked, and a fine model 
she was, although a bit narrow in the beam. 
She was a shelterdeck vessel with a tweendeck 
and an Orlop deck as well thus giving three 
tweendecks. This was good for general cargoes, 
but not so good for bagged cargoes, which 
meant loss of space. The tonnage hatch was 
also number 5 hatch situated immediately aft 
of the accommodation which was amidships. 
This had been the dining saloon in her emigrant 
days, when she plied the Western Ocean for 
the Cunard Line. I cannot recall for which 
company she was built, but on the bridge 
bell was the name Consuelo. Although there 
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were four hatches situated forward and four 
aft, there was only one winch at no’s 1 and 8, 
which meant there were all sorts of ingenious 
rigs when handling cargo. Furthermore, no two 
winches were alike, so the spares situation can 
be imagined”.

The Tyne and Northumberland Shipbuilding Co 
Ltd delivered a vessel named Gifford from their 
Howdon-on-Tyne yard, but she served for only 
two years before being sold on. The Gifford was 
4,214 tons gross, and 380ft long, and a feature 
was unusual derrick extensions. She later served 
for 20 years as the Waitomo of the NZ Union 
Steamship Company, before ending her last 
days with the Chinese. 

The next dip into the second-hand market 
came in 1913 when the British and Colonial S 
N Co, with Bucknall Bros as managers, agreed 
the sale of three passenger vessels which Bank 
Line needed for their newly expanded India / 
Africa service. They were the Surat, Gujarat 
and Kathiawar. All three made it safely through 
WWI to the scrap yard, with the Gujarat being 
sold on after six years’ service.

For a brief two year period in WWI, the Bank 
Line owned a German-built and owned vessel, 
the Pindos. The Admiralty detained her at 
Alexandria in 1914 and gave the management 
to Andrew Weir who then handed her over to 
Elder Dempster in 1916. She survived the first 
war but met her end to a Japanese torpedo in 
WWII after being with several other owners. 

Andrew Weir, unusually, named three vessels 
Foreric, although the last one was withdrawn 
and she was quickly renamed Birchbank at 

launch, in 1924. In 1943, she was bombed and 
sunk off Algeria in WWII.

Was the fondness for the name ‘Eric’ for personal 
reasons? The truth has been lost in time. The 
very first vessel to bear this name was launched 
in 1898 as mentioned earlier. In 1926, Weir’s 
purchased a vessel originally built as War Lemur 
in 1918 and again used the Foreric name. A 
year later, she was sold on to Cunard where she 
became the Verentia. 

THE “GIFFORD”
The two World Wars played havoc with a ship built 
for Weir’s in 1913, and the protagonists produced 
a strange tale between them. The ship was the 
Gifford, 5,119 grt, and 420 ft long with 6 hatches 
built by W Doxford. She took the name of the 
previous Gifford mentioned earlier. Completed 
just prior to commencement of hostilities, she 
happened to be over in Hamburg at the start and 
was impounded as a war prize, before being given 
a much more striking name of Sperrbrecher 9 by 
the Germans and a job as a blockade runner. When 
the war ended, she was auctioned off and became 
the Sheafmount. By the start of WWII, she was 
sailing under the Italian flag and, this time, was 
impounded in the USA by the Americans in 1941. 
They put her under the Panamanian flag and in 
1942, she was torpedoed and sunk by the German 
U-181 in the Atlantic.

Around this time, in 1913, Weirs started to 
invest in steam tankers, and two were built 
at Hawthorn Leslie & Co at Newcastle, one 
rather prosaically called Oyleric! The other was 
Desabla. A year later, Wm Gray & Co Ltd, at West 

Hartlepool, built the Wyneric, a name which 
was settled on after a couple of changes from 
Ricardo A Mestres and Anerly at launch. 

The variance in names, away from the ‘Eric’ 
suffix is explained by the need to serve various 
trades and subsidiaries, each of which had its 
own requirements and preferences. Sometimes 
names of purchased vessels were retained, 
as with the 21 year old Mansuri which was 
a smaller ship of 3,227 grt and 335ft long. 
Only one year after purchase, she disappeared 
without trace when loaded with coal bound for 
St Nazaire.

A ship called the Huntscape appears as a Weir 
steamer at this time but was quickly sold on.

Gymeric and Caloric were tankers built in WWI 
in 1917, the Gymeric serving for 21 years before 
being sold on, and the Caloric, which was a 
purchased ship in 1917, only serving for two years.

At the end of WWI, a reappraisal of the fleet 
led to a number of ships being obtained from 
the Shipping Controller. Presumably, these 
represented good value, something which the 
astute Andrew Weir would be quick to recognise. 
They were all launched with ‘War’ names, but 
came into the fleet as Luceric, Aymeric, Tymeric, 
Orteric, Yoseric, Haleric and Elveric. The Luceric 
became a victim of the treacherous Hooghly 
river and was wrecked at Saugor. Aymeric fell 
victim to a torpedo in WWII. 

In 1919, William Doxford delivered another 
Comeric. She was the War Jasper at the start 
of building and was taken over by the Bank Line. 
After several owners, she broke in two in the 
Atlantic in 1938. 

The end of WWI marked the end of the ‘Eric’ 
series, and new buildings were given the 
more familiar ‘Bank’ suffix, modelled on the 
Willowbank - Andrew Weir’s first love. Before 
long, the bullish mood prevailed again and a huge 
order for 18 twin screw ships of the Inverbank 
class was placed, and despite WWII still to come, 
an era of global success and prosperity was 
firmly on the horizon. l

See more at: www.banklineonline.com
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THE 1913 BUILT OYLERIC. THE YOSERIC AT CAPETOWN.


